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POLICY:  The collection of a properly labeled blood sample from the correct patient for pre-transfusion testing is critical to safe blood transfusion.  The person who draws the blood sample must identify the patient in a positive manner by comparing the information on the computer generated labels with the LH addressograph and the information on the hospital wristband.  The person who draws the blood should ask the patient to state their name and date of birth if capable.  Do not collect the sample if there is a discrepancy.  Do not rely on a bed tag or on charts or records placed on the bed, nearby tables, or equipment.  In the absence of a wristband, the patient must be identified by a member of the nursing staff.  Remind the nurse that the patient should have a wristband to validate the identification at the time of transfusion.

PROCEDURE:
A. Blood Bank Wristbands
1. Only one blood bank wristband shall be issued per patient.  It should contain a unique LH number,  the patient’s full name and patient’s date of birth written in indelible ink.  This wristband shall remain on the patient’s wrist until the patient is discharged from the hospital. 
2. At no time should transfusion-related blood samples be drawn without application of a blood bank wristband prior to leaving the patient’s side. For outpatients drawn in Preadmission Testing the band will be made out the time the specimen is drawn, the LH number will be placed on the consent form, and the band will be stapled to the transfusion consent form.  After confirmation of the patient’s identity, the blood bank band and hospital band will be placed on the patient upon arrival the day of surgery.

                                              NOTE: C-section patients and patients transfused within the last 3 months                                                    will be banded at the time the blood bank specimen is collected.

3. In the event that the blood bank wristband is improperly fitted or is in the way of starting IV’s, a nurse may cut the band and temporarily reapply it using tape, provided that the nurse does not leave the patient’s bedside.  A laboratorian shall, upon request, replace the wristband that has been cut.  If the blood band is removed and discarded, all of the patient’s related blood bank work will be rendered invalid.  Therefore, should the patient require a type and screen or crossmatch, a new specimen must be obtained upon applying a new blood bank wristband and LH number.  The blood bank work must then be performed utilizing the new specimen.



4. The patient’s blood samples must be labeled prior to leaving the patient’s bedside with all of the following information:

IDENTIFICATION and LABELING: the patient will be identified using 2 identifiers, patient full name and date of birth.         

a. Patient’s full name-obtained from identification band.
b. Patient’s date of birth.
c. Patient’s medical record number.
d. LH number obtained from blood bank wristband.
e. Patient’s location.
f. Date of collection
g. Phlebotomist’s initials
                                       

Computer labels should be used as long as they are available.  Phlebotomist’s name will be captured in the computer when the phlebotomist receives the specimen into the computer system.  


SPECIMEN TYPE- 2 Pink or 2 Lavender top tubes are required for all blood bank testing.
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